Inviting NHS organisations to apply for an ESRC/NIHR SDO Academic Placement Fellowship

Would your organisation like a researcher to work with you on a local project?
The Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) and the National Institute for Health Research Service Delivery and Organisation Programme (NIHR SDO) are inviting NHS organisations to submit applications to host an academic fellow to:

· undertake a short and relevant health services research project

· carry out research that contributes to the understanding of how to effectively organise and deliver health services
· share the learning from the research across the organisation and the wider NHS

· develop and leave a legacy of health service research literacy and engagement within the host organisation.

Background
High Quality Care for All (Department of Health 2008) defined quality in the NHS in terms of patient safety, clinical effectiveness and the experience of patients. Changes in the economic climate since the 2008 NHS Next Stage Review was published have forced a focus on increased productivity and efficiency across the NHS, as reflected in the quality, innovation, productivity and prevention (QIPP) initiative. 
Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS (Department of Health 2010) explicitly expresses the Government’s support for research as a core NHS role and its importance in improving patient outcomes and helping the NHS increase both quality and productivity. The White Paper reaffirms the Government’s commitment to hold the NHS to account “against clinically credible and evidence-based outcome measures.” The use of outcome measures, national audits and patient surveys will be expanded to enable greater patient choice and to act as a driver for quality. The White Paper puts forward a vision where there is far greater information in useful formats available on patient safety, effectiveness and experience.
Against this backdrop, engaging with and learning from health services research is essential. The ESRC/NIHR SDO Academic Placement Fellowship scheme supports the embedding of researchers in NHS organisations for a period of three to twelve months to undertake relevant health services research. Costs are shared equally between NIHR SDO, the ESRC and the host organisation.

Process

· The ESRC and NIHR SDO are inviting potential NHS host organisations to submit a short application form outlining their proposal and the skills a fellow would be expected to bring to the project.  
· If proposals are agreed to be appropriate by a NIHR SDO/ESRC panel, ESRC will advertise for a suitable academic.  
· Interviews with applicants will be carried out by NIHR SDO, ESRC and the host organisation.  
· The scheme covers the full salary of the fellow, while fellows remain employed by their academic institutions. 
· The approximate cost of each placement, which is split three ways between the ESRC, NIHR SDO, and the host organisation, is £75,000 for a 12 month full time project.

For further information, please see: www.nhsconfed.org/Networks/SDONet/AcademicPlacementFellowships/Pages/AcademicPlacementFellowships.aspx
For an informal discussion or an application form, please contact Tom Barker, SDO Network Manager: Tom.Barker@nhsconfed.org
